
President’s Message 
Gray Bridwell 

 

I am happy to announce a fine list of candidates to present to the chapter for 2012-2013 
leadership!  EAA chapter 471 has led the way in activities and service compared to other EAA 
Chapters on a national level.  Our chapter has had many accomplishments that we can all 
brag about.  What a pilot brag??  Nah…..Never…  Young  Eagles, Flyouts, creation of the 
Dyess Big Country Airfest, Chapter 471 website, poker runs, movie nights, monthly breakfast, 
obtained IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit status for the Chapter, secured a long term contract with the 
city on our T hangars, and the crown jewel, acquired and renovated our club hangar to name a 
few.   
 
These accolades are certainly worthy of applause for all the members that made it happen.  
The common denominator to all mentioned is simple, YOU!  YOU the member make it happen.  
YOU the member create the fun.  YOU the member make the chapter function.  YOU have the 
ideas that create the fun had by all.  In the upcoming year, activity in the chapter will receive 
major focus.  Plan your upcoming year to spend more time at the airport, more time flying, 
think of your friends who would enjoy some time at the airport (whether they have a plane or 
not).  Get yourself and a friend involved!   So the key to a successful 2012……..YOU  YOU  
YOU  YOU  YOU!!!!! 
 

********************* 

New Officers and Board Members To Be Inducted 

 
Election of officers and board members will be held at the monthly breakfast meeting on 
Saturday, November 12.  Members and guests are encouraged to attend.  The following list of 
nominees appeared on the ballot that was recently mailed to EAA 471 members: 
 
President – Gary Potter 
Vice President – Steve Johnson 

Secretary – Sam Evans 
Treasurer – Hobby Stevens 

 
Board Members 

Jim Berry (2) 
J.D. Dennis (2) 

Steve Krazer (2) 
Dave Arrighi (1) 
Jim Baker (1) 

 

New officer and board member terms become effective January 1, 2012 
 

********************* 

November 2011 



 

Chapter Makes Changes to By-Laws 
Hangar Tenants to be Effected 

 
The Chapter voted to make a significant change in the wording of Article IV, Section II of the 
Chapter by-laws during the membership meeting held October 8, 2011.  The following is the 
revised definition of a “Member in Good Standing”, which will become effective January 1, 
2012: 
 
A member in good standing shall be defined as a Chapter member who has met the eligibility 

requirements for membership and  (1) has paid up to date all fees, dues, and assessments, and (2)attends 

any of the Chapter functions for the current calendar year,  accruing at a minimum, 150 points. Each 

breakfast/meeting=20 points, all other functions/activities, points will be determined by the Board of 

Directors prior to each activity.  A sign-in log shall be present at all functions and will be used as the 

sole source for counting points so you must sign in.  Any change of personal information should be 

annotated on the sign in log. The Chapter must have your current information on file in order to notify 

you of these events either via email, telephone, newsletter, hanger posting, web site or any combination 

of these.  If a hanger tenant does not accrue a minimum of 150 points over the current calendar year, 

the Board of Directors may assess a fee based on participation history as per Article V Section III of the 

Chapter By-Laws.  This fee shall not exceed the current rate of hanger rental space at non-EAA 

operated facilities on the airport. 

 
The change was brought about over the concern that some hangar tenants do not regularly 
participate in Chapter events.  A point system has been established as a means for hangar 
tenants to earn the privilege of using a Chapter hangar.  Chapter hangars have historically 
been much lower to lease than other hangars on the field.  Members may lease available 
hangar space providing they meet the requirements of the Chapter Hangar Rules.  There are 
currently two members on the hangar waiting list.  Additional information from the Board, 
regarding the point system, will be forthcoming. 
 

***************** 

Membership Dues / Hangar Rent 
Due Beginning of Year 

 
It’s that time of the year!  Membership dues and hangar rent will be due by January 1, 2012.  
Chapter dues are $30 and hangar rent is $695 / year.  Hangar rent applies to both T-hangars 
and each aircraft in Hangar 3.  All annual hangar rents are due “up-front”, as this is the way we 
are required to pay the City of Abilene and to maintain an escrow for utilities. 
Also remember that membership in the national EAA organization is required. 
Mail payments to: 
 

Big Country Chapter 471 
Experimental Aircraft Association 
P.O. Box 2585 
Abilene, Texas  79604 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Stay In-touch … Stay Informed! 

 

Getting the word out to Chapter members has always been an arduous task.  Yes, it’s hard to 

remember everyone to notify when you change your email address or you move.  When you 

renew your membership, please make it a point to provide your current email and mailing 

address.  You can also notify any board member of your contact changes.  The newsletter, 

email and the Chapter website are our information outlets.  Please help us to stay in-touch.  

Pass the word!  The Chapter website is: www.eaa471.org 

 
***************** 

 

November Breakfast 
   By Charlotte Rhodes 

 

November 12
th

 will be the last breakfast in Hangar 3 for this calendar year.  We will eat at 9:00 am with 

elections to follow.  Cooks please show up around 8 am.  Please make sure you have mailed your ballot, 

dropped it off or bring it with you to breakfast and give to Sam Evans prior to the floor opening for 

elections. 
 

***************** 
 

Monthly Breakfasts Enters Winter Venue 
 

With the colder months approaching, the Chapter will suspend having the monthly breakfast in 

Hangar 3 until April.  Beginning January 14, the monthly breakfast will be held at the Golden 

Corral at 4101 South Danville Drive.  Members and guests are encouraged to join together to 

discuss Chapter events. And even if you’ve already had breakfast, stop by for a cup of coffee 

and do a little “hangar talkin” with us.  As always, breakfast is at 9:00AM, the second Saturday 

of each month with the exception of December.    

 
 ***************** 

 

Christmas Party Planned 
    By Charlotte Rhodes 

 
Our Chapter Christmas Party will be held December 10th, 7:00 pm at the Hanger.  It will be a 
Pot Luck Dinner to help keep our cost down.  The Chapter will provide the meat and drinks.  If 
you like you can email or call me with what you are planning on bringing or if you have any 
questions.  We will need appetizers, sides of all kinds, desserts and bread.  Please make plans 
to attend and share the warmth and joy of the Holidays. 
charlotterhodes@hotmail.com       325-669-9825 

 
***************** 

 

http://www.eaa471.org/
mailto:charlotterhodes@hotmail.com


Jim Berry Flyin’ High 

In New Tailwind 
 

Jim has recently acquired a Wittman Tailwind.  Hereôs his storyé 
 
The sky was clear and the weather was cool…make that cold when Wes Hays and I departed from 

Abilene Aero last Saturday morning in Wes’s RV-6A, The Ultimate Toy!  Our great adventure had 

begun.   

 

But this story actually began in late July during my trip to Oshkosh.  As I usually do, I went to Baraboo 

prior to the opening of the Oshkosh AirAdventure to spend time with other Wittman Tailwind owners 

and builders.  Steve Wittman designed the Tailwind in 1953 and it was the first homebuilt airplane 

approved by the CAA to carry passengers.  The Tailwind Fly-in is hosted by the Tailwind builders in 

Baraboo including Jim Clement, the real guru on building Tailwinds.  Jim was a close friend of Steve 

Wittman and developed a number of modifications to the Tailwind design that made the Tailwind faster 

and more comfortable to fly.  Jim is a true homebuilder having completed 10 Wittman Tailwinds, 1 

Wittman Buttercup, 1 Hiperbipe and a Raven.  He also is a street-rodder having built at least 2 Cobras 

and a few other street rods.  Jim is a true craftsman and master fabricator. 

 

This year, I had the opportunity to meet and fly with Dave Magaw.  Dave is from the Sacramento area 

and owned Jim Clement’s #8 Tailwind N168A….a tri-gear.  I flew with Dave in his newly re-vamped 

Thorp T-18 as I was looking to buy a good Tailwind or T-18.  After flying the T-18, I decided that the 

T-18 would not be my preference.  During our conversations, the issue of his tri-gear Tailwind being for 

sale came up.  After returning to Abilene, I gave him a call and arranged to fly out to Sacramento to look 

at the airplane.   

 

Three weeks later, I was in Sacramento and spent 2 days with Dave and Jane Magaw. Dave flew me all 

over the Sacramento area including a trip up to Auburn and Jackson, located in the foothills of the 

Sierra’s.   Eventually, the conversation turned to a change of ownership for his Tailwind and a deal was 

struck.  He agreed to meet me in Arizona to complete the deal. 

 

So Wes and I departed Abilene for Arizona with fuel stops in Wink and Safford, AZ.  We arrived at 

Deer Valley (DVT) on the NW corner of Phoenix in the early afternoon, met with Dave Magaw and 

completed the deal.  Deer Valley is the busiest airport I’ve flown into is quite sometime.  Sunday 

morning Wes and I departed DVT as a flight of 2, headed for Abilene with Wes in the lead.   The skies 

were clear and the winds were light so we only stopped for fuel at Las Cruces.  All in all, it was a very 

enjoyable flight.  As we passed Wink, Wes turned for Winters and I turned for ABI.  I landed in the 

early afternoon with a total flight time of about 5.5 hours on 168A.  It will be in front of the EAA 

Hangar next Saturday morning for the breakfast meeting.  Jim 

 

(editor’s note: If you haven’t seen Jim’s plane, well…you need to!  It’s certainly a clean, sleek beauty.) 

 
 
 

Here are a couple of pics: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***************** 
 

Newsletter Stories Welcomed! 
Well, here I am back in the groove of doing the newsletter again.  I’ll probably just stick to a 
quarterly publication for the time being. As always, Hangar Flyinô Newsletter stories are 
welcomed.  Maybe you’ve made and interesting flying trip or perhaps you just have something 
you want to share with the 471 bunch. Newsletter material may be submitted to me at: 
sjevans”at”suddenlink.net  I’m planning to get newsletters out the first week of February, 
May, August and November.  So get your stories & pictures in at least a week before then.  
Now, if there’s something important that comes up between newsletters, we’ll do our best to 
get the word out via email or a notice on the 471 website’s front page.  Thanks!  Sam 

 

Jim Berry with wife, Kay 


