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Young Eagle Flight in Sweetwater

OnMarch 7, in Sweetwater, TexaSAA 471 members Wes Hays, Wayne McCormick, and Gary Potter
flew a total of 30 Young Eaglé<r most of thesgit was their first flight in a small aircraf€harlotte
Rhodes, Ben Mallon, Jim Snelgrove, Bill Jackson, Jeff Clement and his daughter made up the ground
support.
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museum also there in Sweetwater

Thanks for coordinating this, Gary. Great wdtrkvent very smooth, and | know this is an experience
those kids will erver forget
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DYESS - £
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West Side Abilone Regional Airport
\ See Military Aircraft, Warbirds, Homebuilts,
' Clagsics... 8 Heart-Pounding Airshow... Est Great Food

\ and much more!

A o o (Press VReIease), 3 )
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Country AirEst has been set for Saturday, Md{ 22009, on the West side of the Abilene Regional
Airport. The EAA continues its partnership with Dyess, beginning in 2007, to provide a joint venture air
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show; alternating locations between Dyess Air Force Base and the West side of the Abilene Regional

A N1 NI © {LISOGIFG2NA OFy SELISOG G2 asSS I GFNASGe
military combat jets.
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with the community of Abilee and the EAA. Dyess and Abilene are leading the way in the Air Force in

this type of venuea

The 2009 lineup begins with an air race at 8:00am, followed by demos from both military and civilian
aircraft until noon, and finishing with a heart poundiagrobatic show. The afternoon will feature the

Houston Acrobatic Chapter, including performances by national acrobatic champion Debbi¢aRleyn

and several other well known performers.

Gray Bridwell, Chairam of the Dyess Big Country /Br& (i &M préud t@ provide a wonderful cross

section of aviation, from small general aviation aircraft to the best military aircraft the Air Force has to
2FFSNE . N&A R @Sviofked &drdtaiguaiiaki&e ABS attendées shall see a wide range of

aviation marvels. He also added that local food and drink vendors will be on hand to offer a great menu

of refreshments to the crowd.

The military portion of the 2009 lineup will feature flybys from the Dyess baskedd@nber and €.30.

Flybys by B, B52, KG-135, and FL6 west fighter demo teams are also in store.

Colonel Bernie Mater, 317 A NI A Fd DNRdzZLd / 2YYlF yRSNJ &l && dahy o6SKI ¢
317th, we appreciate this opportunity to reciprocate the warm Texas hospitality you have so frely gi

-- Abilene's own 317th Airlift Group is pleased to display the migHtg@Hercules for all AirFest

participants to tour. The-C30 "Hercules" is our deployed troops' work horse, providing airlift,

aeromedical evacuation and combat airdrop wherevent may be, whenever they might need us. The

G130 is versatile- we also fly humanitarian missions, such as evacuating those at risk from hurricanes

in Louisiana and Texas last year. Though in the coming years we will modernize and transition to the

newest version of the €30, we look forward to continuing the awesome relationship we have with

oAt SyS yR 2S8ai ¢SELl & ¢
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both military and civilian acts festatic display and flyby demos.
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| hope to see you Chapter 471 members thérshould be an exciting dayPlease take pictures and e
mail them to me-Ben
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Night Flight
by
Hobby Stevens

FAR 61.51

(b) Night takeoff and landing experience. (1) Except as provided in paragraph (e) of this

section, no person may act as pilot in command of an aircraft carrying passengers during

the period beginning 1 hour after sunset and ending 1 hour before sunrise, unless within the
preceding 90 days that person has made at least three takeoffs and three landings to a full

stop during the period beginning 1 hour after sunset and ending 1 hour before sunrise,

and &

LiQa o06SSy Ifyzald I &SI Nddaykriy © e Noaston drei flanyed &by Tt A I K
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wedding, and you never know how long the reception will last. So | thought that in the spirit of being
overyLINB LI NBRX L YSSRSR (2 3Sid dayA3aKG OdzZNNByGé 3L Ay
offered the perfect opportunity.

Normally, | take my map bag with me when | fly. This bag contains my K&8ypgéxtable transceiver,

NOAA instrument approach afts and enroute maps, as well as my various checklists, numerous pens,
several of those yellow AOPA chatrt rulers that you get when you renew your membership, and a couple

of flashlights (one with a red lens). But in my haste to géhéairport and knaving that | wagoing to

stay in the pattern, | left the bag at home.

I did a quick preflight in the hangar where | have overhead lights. Sure makes it easier to check fuel and

oil levels. Then I pulled the plane out of the hangar, shut the hangar togr®& ¢ SQNX NBI Re (2
did remember to get the flashlight that | carry in the car and put it in my pocket.

There were a number of items that | wanted to check during the flight. | had recently adjusted the taxi

and landing lights to a hopefully meouseable position. Previously they both were good only for

spotting raccoons high up in trees, but worthless for landing or taxiing an aircraft. My recently installed
dzLJANI RS G2 Yeé Fdzi2LAt20 61 ayQid ¢2N) évwiddthedzad GKS
factory. They wanted me to check that a certain item appeared on the autopilot display, which would
indicate that the autopilot was receiving all information from the GPS.

After engine start and listening to ATIS, a quick callto Ground Gonte Y R 6 SQNB G EAAY 3
¢l y3az2o LGQ&a LAGOK RIEN] YR GAYS G2 GNB 2dz2i GKS 0
Gradz- £ OdzSa (G2 laaArald @2dz Ay RSGSNNAYAY3I gKSNBE &2
and the ocasional blue taxiway light that gives you the cues. My taxi light is mounted on the right wing

tip and | sit on the left side of my sid®-side plane. If | leaned up where | could see completely over

the nose of plane, | could see the spot where the tight was pointing, dead ahead at about the

correct distance. And all along the right side of the taxi way, from the plane to where to taxi light beam

hit the ground, the taxi way was lit. But the left side of the plane and taxi way was dark. Since th

landing and taxi lights are interchangeable and mounted in opposite wing tips, | made a mental note to

swap their function. Of course, that means readjusting both lights to point to the correct position and
switching the wires under the panel. Buttthh (G KS Tt SEAOAf AGE 2F o0dzAf RAy 3
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whiskey compassot working. The vacuum suction appears a little low. 1 also really like how my fuel

and engine gauges (all 11 of them) are internally lit. My flight instruments are illuminated by a small
GSeSolftée fAIKG GKF G R2StlltheyED siRBupdizthe §areeshigdon L & i A
the top of the instrument panel.

OK, cleared for takeotf la L fAYS dzLlJ gAGK GKS OSYGSNIAyS 27F i
remind me to turn on my strobes, transponder and fuel pump. On the takebff notice that the taxi

light is showing the runway centerline nicely. Careful to maintain proper airspeed and climb angle, | fly

farther upwind than | normally would during daylight pattern work. Time to turn crosswind just past the

softball fieldss yR L FY FfNBFRe G LIGGSNY FfGAGdzZRS® LGQa
Abilene. It really does look pretty at night.

| need to widen the pattern slightly. | see the dark spot that | know is Lytle Lake, so | use it as a
reference. Thg A GQa | 6SHY GKS aidiNRoSa 2y G4KS I LILINERI OK Sy
knots and turn a close base. Turn on the landing light, check the volt meter and ammeter, everything is

OK. Turn on final, full flaps, €® knots, and mentally go throhghe landing checklist again. In my

airplane, it is just fuel on, fuel pump on. | note that because | turned a close base, my approach is

steeper than a daytime approach. | go ahead and turn on the taxi light too, and as | cross the runway
threshold,the runway numbers come nicely into view. Noticing that the runway is coming up fast, |

slow my sink rate, flare, and with a small hop, land and come to a full stop.

Sitting still on the runway, | reset flaps and trim, and congratulated myself on aptabée night

fryRAY3IS YR y2i 2yfteé GKIGz 2yS Ay I+ GFAf 6KSSt |
getting more comfortable in the night environment. My comfort was quickly dashed, as downwind

again ovelLytle;l looked at my wing tipstdhe comet flash strobes and realized my position lights were

y2i 2y o 5FR 3dzYQAGX gKSNBQa GKFG yA3IKG dGF1S2FF O
even did a wheel landing on the last one.

{2 y26 L Y {SAL{{@AGOIANKSESYCEWRY FTORRWRAKOSTE A IKI
RIFIgaod ¢CKIFG R2SayQid YSEHy GKFG L FY |y SELISNG FaG y
more soon, when the opportunity presents itself. | also need to go fly some instrumpriaaches

soon, too. See you at the airport.

I hope that you all have tailwinds.
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| BlackiesoHummelbird
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